
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 0F ALTRINCHAM PASTORAL AREA HELD ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2009 
 
 
PRESENT: Father David Roberts (Team leader) Father Tony Myers Father John Rafferty  

Eddie Drozdziak    Christine Simpson Ruth Holland  
 Deacon John Penny   Ann Campion 

 
APOLOGIES  Tom Scanlon (Team Leader) Georgie Marlow  Zofia Kwiatkowska  
              
 
Father David Roberts opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Deacon Spencer, a visiting deacon from Zimbabwe, was welcomed as an observer to the meeting. 
 
Review of previous minutes and matters arising 

 
Webpage 
Eddie Drozdziak has spoken to his contact(Stephen McHugh) and he has prepared a webpage for Eddie to look at. 
More information is hoped to be available for the next meeting. 
 
ALTRINCHAM PASTORAL AREA MASS  
This is to be celebrated on Friday 25 September at St Vincent's at 7.30 pm with refreshments at Westleigh afterwards. 
The following decisions were made. 

• The Mass would be the Mass of the day 
• St Vincent's would be responsible for the music 
• Christine Simpson would read the first reading; Ann Campion would the Psalm if it was not sung. 
• Eddie Drozdziak would be responsible for the Prayers of the Faithful. 
• Father John to preach the Homily. 
• St Hugh's would bring up the gifts at the Offertory. 
• There would be sufficient clergy to distribute Holy Communion 
• John Penny and Ruth Holland would be responsible for the refreshments. Zofia Kwiatkowska, Christine 

Simpson and Ann Campion also offered to help. 
• Ann Campion to provide a bulleted list of the activities of the group during the last twelve months. These 

would be displayed at Westleigh on a flipchart. Another flipchart would be provided for parishioners to make 
suggestions for the coming twelve months.  

• Tom Scanlon to facilitate the above. 
 

Parish Ministry Course 2009 
It was decided to invite all participants to a meeting where they would receive their certificates. There would also be an 
opportunity to discuss how they would like to move forward. Father David to liaise with Georgina re dates. 
 
Formation Update 
The Link Catechists are meeting to plan an evening for Catechists in early October. It is hoped that there will be 
representatives from each parish for each catechist group. The aim of the meeting would be to try and identify the 
needs within our parishes and for each Catechist Group and to put in place strategies to resolve them. 
 
'Praying with Children',  
A meeting had been held in July with representatives from each parish to discuss this. After discussion it was felt that 
the name of 'Family Spirituality' expressed better the object of their discussion. A follow up meeting has been arranged 
at St Vincent's on 30 September, 7.45 pm. 
 
Vision and Objectives 
Father David Roberts made a suggestion that in the next twelve months all groups within our parishes would be 
invited to meet with similar groups and share a meeting. The idea was not to suggest amalgamating with each other 
but to share strengths and ideas. John Penny will produce an APA newsletter that will have an introduction from 
David, photographs of the members of the group and dates for forthcoming events. Initially this idea would be 
suggested at the APA Mass on 25 September but would also be followed up by a letter to each group inviting them to 
take part. It was suggested that this initiative could be launched at the APA Catechists Gathering being planned for the 
near future. 



 
Another suggestion from David was to examine how we could best support the CASE initiative of 'Come Home for 
Christmas'. Father John Rafferty also said that St Vincent's were also looking at ways in which to approach 'Sleeping 
Catholics'. It was decided to look at both of these suggestions at our next meeting. 
 
Suggested Programme of Speakers for 09/10 
Thursday 22 October at Westleigh 7.30 pm  Chris Thomas  Justice and Peace  Confirmed Eddie and 
Georgina to advertise 
 
During Lent     Donal O'Leary Spirituality  (Father David Roberts) 
 
May      Peter Philips  Vatican II (ditto) 

To be arranged     Cafod  (Father John Rafferty) 
 
DATES 
Saturday 10 September Disabilities Mass in Chester 
Saturday 31 October at St Nicholas, Hartford  Mass for all the LPA's with the Bishop 
Saturday 26 June 2010 Catechists Gathering at St Nicholas Hartford. 
 
AOB 
Eddie Drozdziak put forward the suggestion of having an APA Pentecost celebration 
In this the 'Year of the Priest' , Eddie on behalf of the Prayer Group he belongs to, invited the clergy to come along to 
one of their prayer sessions to prayer with them. The date and time to be organised. 
 
PROCEDURES 

• The minutes should be accompanied by an action plan and a provisional agenda. 
• A copy of these will be sent to Bishop Brian once the group has approved them. Three days will be allowed after receipt 

of the minutes for alterations to be made. 
• Ann to email the group once the minutes have been sent to Bishop Brian. This will give the signal for them to be made 

available in our parishes. Minutes should be made available to parishioners (e.g. a note in the newsletter indicating that 
copies are available at the back of church). 

• The agenda for the next meeting should be published two weeks beforehand in parish newsletters or by other appropriate 
means. 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Wednesday 4 November 8 pm at Holy Angels  
 

ACTION PLAN 
• Georgie Marlow to contact Dave Fitton re Youth Mass. 
• APA Mass 25 September - see list in minutes  
• Father David Roberts to contact Donal O'Leary re talk in Lent and Peter Philips re talk in May 2010.  
• Father John Rafferty to arrange talk about Cafod 
• Georgie Marlow and Ann Campion to arrange Catechists gathering for October 
• John Penny to produce the first APA News Letter. 
• Also write short article for APA Newsletter. 
• Father David Roberts to write short article for the APA News Letter. 
• Father David Roberts to set a date for the meeting with participants from the parish Ministry Course. 
• Eddie Drozdziak to arrange Prayer Meeting with the Clergy. 
• Eddie Drozdziak to pursue webpage for APA 

 
 AGENDA FOR 08 September 2009  

1. Apologies 
2. Review of the minutes 
3. Look at our vision and objectives for the coming two years.(main item) 
4. Pentecost 
5. Youth Mass 
6. Formation - Update 
7. AOB 
8. Dates of future meetings 

 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 0F ALTRINCHAM PASTORAL AREA HELD ON 2 JULY 09 
 
 
PRESENT:  Tom Scanlon (Team Leader)  Father Tony Myers  Eddie Drozdziak  
   Christine Simpson  Zofia Kwiatkowska   Georgie Marlow  
   Ruth Holland   Deacon John Penny  Ann Campion 
 
APOLOGIES  Father David Roberts (Team leader) Father John Rafferty     
           
 
Tom Scanolon invited Deacon John to open the meeting with a prayer.  
 
Review of previous minutes and matters arising 
It was agreed to use full names in all further minutes. 

 
Webpage 
Eddie Drozdziak agreed to talk to his contact and then liaise with Father Tony and Georgina Marlow re the formation 
of a webpage for the APA. Links are already there between Holy Angels and St Vincent's websites. 
 
Social Activities  

• Contact had been made with the Parents Associations of St Vincent's Infant and Junior School. There had been 
general agreement to try and do something in 2010, maybe in the form of a picnic. There was a feeling 
expressed in the meeting that we were asking already very committed people to take on yet more 
responsibility. Were there other age groups who were not so committed that would enjoy the challenge of 
arranging some social activity for the APA e.g. post baptism, pre school parents? Talk to Father David Charters 
as School Chaplin for his input. 

• St Vincent's Justice and Peace group have arranged a walk on the weekend of 11 July, flyers have been sent 
home with all children at the Infant and Junior School. It was agreed to further publicise it over the weekend 
masses at all the churches in the APA. 

 
Diocesan Mass In Liverpool Cathedral - Saturday 27 June 2009 
This was a magnificent celebration with over 2000 people attending. Those who went from our area were very pleased 
to have gone and enjoyed the occasion very much. 
 
Ministry Course held at Westleigh, St. Vincent's in 2009. 
A query was made as to whether there should be certificates given to all the participants who had attended the course - 
Chris Simpson  
 
Formation Update 
Father David Roberts and Tom Scanlon had attended a meeting led by Bishop Brian with other team leaders from the 
Diocese.  Some of the suggestions made were: 

• to re-examine our needs  
• look at parish and school links 
• 'Praying with Children', this topic would be discussed when the clergy met on 7 July to discuss this under the 

heading of 'You, your children and their Faith.  
Georgie Marlow and Ann Campion to meet to arrange a meeting for catechists in the Autumn term 
It was felt that ongoing formation should be planned in relation to the response of participants and should be planned 
to help them find meaning in the church today. 
 
Altrincham Pastoral Area Mass 
This will be held on 25 September 2009 at 7.30 pm at St Vincent's with refreshments in Westleigh afterwards. 

 
AOB 
Eddie Drozdziak reminded us that this year was the year of the priest and asked how we could celebrate this. 



PROCEDURES 
• The minutes should be accompanied by an action plan and a provisional agenda. 
• A copy of these will be sent to Bishop Brian once the group has approved them. Three days will be allowed after receipt 

of the minutes for alterations to be made. 
• Ann to email the group once the minutes have been sent to Bishop Brian. This will give the signal for them to be made 

available in our parishes. Minutes should be made available to parishioners (e.g. a note in the newsletter indicating that 
copies are available at the back of church). 

• The agenda for the next meeting should be published two weeks beforehand in parish newsletters or by other appropriate 
means. 

 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
08 September 2009 8.00 at St Hugh's 

 
ACTION PLAN 

• Georgie Marlow to contact Dave Fitton re Youth Mass. 
• Father David Roberts to contact Donal O'Leary and keep in ouch with David Wells.  
• Eddie to contact Father Chris Thomas. 
• Georgie Marlow and Ann Campion to liaise re Catechists gathering in the Autumn 
• Ann Campion to have a conversation with Father David Charters re future social activities for the area 
• Father David Roberts to speak to one other parishioner to support Maureen re Disability/Inclusion in relation to 

Pastoral Group 
• John Penny to look at a logo for the group and the production of an annual newssheet. 

 
 

 AGENDA FOR 08 September 2009  
 

1. Apologies 
2. Review of the minutes 
3. Mass arrangements 
4. Look at our vision and objectives for the coming two years.(main item) 
5. Formation - Update 
6. AOB 
7. Dates of future meetings 

 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 0F ALTRINCHAM PASTORAL AREA HELD ON 28 APRIL 09 
 
 
PRESENT:  Father David (Team leader) Tom Scanlon (Team Leader)  Father John  
   Father Tony   Eddie Drozdziak   Christine Simpson 
   Zofia Kwiatkowska   Georgie Marlow   Ruth Holland  

Ann Campion 
 
APOLOGIES  John Penny           
    
 
Father David opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
Review of previous minutes and matters arising 
Corrections to the minutes: 

The date for the Diocesan Mass at Liverpool Cathedral is on Saturday 27 June 2009. 
The date and venue for annual Altrincham Pastoral Area Mass is Friday 25 September 2009 at St. Vincent's. 
 

Mission Statement 
Brother Sassi was pleased to receive a copy of the mission statement and suggested that it be reviewed from time to 
time particularly when the members of the group change. 
 
Social Activities  

• Zofia and Ann to put on the agenda of their respective Parents Association meetings the item regarding social 
functions. Both schools have a meeting in the next two weeks. The hope would be to arrange one or two 
functions per year. 

• Parish walking groups could be advertised across the four parishes. 
 
Ongoing Formation 
Our aim is to invite speakers to address our Pastoral Group three times a year, one talk to be given in each term. Father 
Peter Philips will talk on Vatican II on Thursday 28 May at Westleigh 7.30 pm - 9. 00 pm. It was agreed to approach 
Father Chris Thomas, Father Donal O'Leary, and Father Jeff O'Grady to see if they were available for the autumn, 
spring and summer terms to come. Father David had contacted David Wells but his schedule is rather full at the 
moment and he asked if we could contact him later. 
 
Youth  
After a discussion as to how we could best involve our youth in our Pastoral Area it was agreed to have a Mass in 
September/October for our 13 - 15 year olds. The young people would meet for the day and as part of the activities 
would plan and prepare the Mass for that evening. It was agreed that we would ask Dave Fitton, from the Diocesan 
Youth Service to help us. An observation was made that some groups and activities work well at a parish level but 
might not work as well at a Pastoral Area level. It was felt that this applied to our individual parishes youth groups. 
 
We also acknowledged the need to look at including other age groups of young people and look to see what could be 
provided for them. 
 
Diocesan Mass In Liverpool Cathedral - Saturday 27 June 2009 
Two coaches seating forty people each have been booked. They will leave Holy Angels car park and St Hugh's car park 
at 9.30 am. Each of our four churches will have twenty tickets each to distribute, it is hoped that a cross section of our 
parish communities will attend. 
 
Profile of Altrincham Pastoral Area 
It is hoped to produce an annual information sheet giving relevant information about our parishes, members of the 
group, and a programme of activities for that year. 
 
St John the Baptist Church, Timperley 
The decision has been made to close the church; the final Mass will be said on Trinity Sunday, 7 June 2009 at 5 pm. 
 
The presbytery will remain open; there will be a chapel in the house where the Blessed Sacrament is retained. There 
will also be facilities for meetings in the other rooms. 



 
AOB 
Tom informed the group that we need a link person to represent the following among our parish communities: 
 
Disability/inclusion to be discussed at our next meeting 
 
Health and Safety/Risk Management - John Prole was suggested. 
 
PROCEDURES 

• The minutes should be accompanied by an action plan and a provisional agenda. 
• A copy of these will be sent to Bishop Brian once the group has approved them. Three days will be allowed after receipt 

of the minutes for alterations to be made. 
• Ann to email the group once the minutes have been sent to Bishop Brian. This will give the signal for them to be made 

available in our parishes. Minutes should be made available to parishioners (e.g. a note in the newsletter indicating that 
copies are available at the back of church). 

• The agenda for the next meeting should be published two weeks beforehand in parish newsletters or by other appropriate 
means. 

 
 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Thursday 11 December 7.30 pm at Holy Angels 
Tuesday 20 January Christmas Meeting at the Cherry Tree, Hale Barns. 

 
ACTION PLAN 

• All to look at draft of 'Our Vision and Objectives' before next meeting 
• Georgie to arrange a meeting with website co-ordinators and Tom 
• Parish Ministry Course 

David to finalise dates for meetings  
• David to contact Peter Philips and Chris Walsh 
• David to contact Brother Sassi  
• Tom to contact John Prole 

 
 

 AGENDA FOR THURSDAY 11 DECEMBER  
 

1. Apologies 
2. Review of the minutes 
3. Mission Statement 
4. Look at our vision and objectives for the coming two years. 
5. Disability/Inclusion - Co-ordinator needed 
6. Parish Ministry Course 
7. Formation - Update 
8. AOB 
9. Dates of future meetings 

 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ALTRINCHAM PASTORAL AREA HELD ON 8 JULY 2008 

PRESENT: Father David Eddie Drozdziak Father Tony 
Georgie Marlow Ruth Holland Christine Simpson 
Tom Scanlon Father Denis Ann Campion 

APOLOGIES Father John      Zofia Kwiatkowska 

Father David welcomed everyone to the meeting and the minutes were reviewed. 

Planning for September Mass for the Pastoral Area 
Mass will be concelebrated at Holy Angels at 7.30 pm on Friday 12 September, followed by a gathering in St 
Ambrose College. The purpose is to develop a sense of community within the pastoral area, to give out information 
and to listen to the ideas and suggestions of the group. It was agreed to have cheese, wine and nibbles for 
refreshments. 

Mass Provision within the area: 
A report of the number and the character of each of the weekend masses in each parish were submitted to the group. 
It was agreed that it would also be useful to have the following information also 

• Number of baptisms 
• Number of reconciliation services and how well attended 
• Number of weddings separating those with a nuptial mass and those without. 
• Number of funerals again separating those with a requiem mass and those without. 

Vision and Objectives for the next two years. 
It was agreed to review this at our next meeting. 

Formation Report 
• The Bishop's Gathering for catechists on 26 June had been a great success. The LPA representatives had an 

interesting meeting with Bishop Brian in the morning. They shared what had been happening in their local 
areas over the past year and this was found to be very varied, some successes and some non-starters. Fr 
Denis 
McBride addressed the gathering and was inspirational. His CD's were available for purchase, Fr David 
bought 
a set and they are now available to our parishes for use in small groups. 

• GM to arrange a Catechists evening at Westleigh for early autumn. 
• Mary Nono, a parishioner from Holy Angels, has offered to run a Day of Reflection for the pastoral area 
• World Youth Day - there are 60 young people from the Diocese attending this event. 

Parish Ministry Course - Becoming a Confident Catechist 
The Education Service is offering the above course during the autumn term. It will be spread over 5 evenings 
and 1 Saturday, 5 November, 10 am - 4 pm. Bishop Brian will be present on this day. The course will cover 
topics such as the nature and purpose of the church. It will also contain a discernment process - looking at what 
you might like to be involved in and providing training and support for that area of church life. 

PROCEDURES 
• The minutes should be accompanied by an action plan and a provisional agenda. 
• A copy of the above will be sent to Bishop Brian once the group has approved them. Three days will be allowed after 

receipt of the minutes for alterations to be made. 
• Ann to email the group once the minutes have been sent to Bishop Brian. This will give the signal for them to be made 

available in our parishes. Minutes should be made available to parishioners (e.g. a note in the newsletter indicating that 
copies are available at the back of church). 

• The agenda for the next meeting should be published two weeks beforehand in parish newsletters or by other appropriate 
means. 

 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

Tuesday 2 September 8.00 pm at St John the Baptist- Mass is celebrated at 7.30 pm 
Saturday 04 October Diocesan LPA Day at St Nicholas 10.00 am - 4.00 pm 







ACTION PLAN 

Deacon John to stay close to the editorial team of the 'Vineyard' re the possibility of using it as a Pastoral Area 
publication. 
Ruth to reword the Action Plan for our vision and objectives listed on the previous minutes. 
Each parish to email Ann with information about number of baptisms, weddings and funerals as 
previously mentioned in the minutes. 
Pastoral Area Mass and Gathering 

Father David and Tom to work on presentation for pastoral gathering and wording for posters and 
inserts for newsletters. Pass to Ann who will produce posters. 
Eddie - music 
John Penny - display at college re pastoral group. 
Ruth - Wine 
Chris and Ann - food 
Georgina to contact St Ambrose re using the library for the gathering instead of the hall. 

AGENDA FOR TUESDAY 2 September 2008 

1. Review of the minutes 
2. Apologies 
3. Parish Ministry Course - Becoming a Confident Catholic 
4. Final planning for September Mass for Pastoral Area 
5. Mass provision over the pastoral area. 
6. Look at our vision and objectives for the coming two years. 
7. Formation - Update 
8. AOB 
9. Dates of future meetings -       ______  


